THOUGHTS AND  FANCIES
arise with us in modern England, where the
needs of the Church are out of all proportion
to the resources ; but I fancy that the revenues,
at least before the war, of certain sees in Austria
and Hungary would be hard to justify. Else-
where the dues for marriages and funerals,
having regard to the means of the people, have
been die subject of comment and attack.
The clergy are often blamed for their part in
secular affairs into which they have been led by
circumstances rather than design. In Ireland, for
example, the undue activities (as most English
Catholics thought) of prelates like Archbishop
Croke may be traced ultimately to the operation
of the old laws of religious proscription which
almost extirpated the Catholic landowners, and
thereby deprived the people of their natural
leaders in secular affairs. In Malta, again, the
departure of the Knights left no indigenous
inhabitants of prominence save the priests,
except for a close corporation of the Bar. And
if in some countries education became monopo-
lized by the clergy, it was because no one else
was capable of undertaking it. But, of course,
leadership and influence, once acquired, are not
lightly surrendered by any one.
The calumnies circulated against the Church
and clergy in most, if not in all, countries are so
wanton, if not outrageous, that they are apt to
94